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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT SOMOZA RELATES JACK ANDERSON ARTICLES TO 
THE ANTI-SOMOZA OPPOSITION 

1. ON MONDAY, AUGUST 25TH PRESIDENT SOMOZA INVITED ME FOR LUNCH 
AT HIS OFFICE TO DISCUSS SEVERAL MATTERS THAT HE FELT MERITED MY 
IMMEDIATE ATTENTION. DURING A LONG, RAMBLING MONOLOGUE LASTING 
THREE AND A HALF HOURS, HE MADE THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

A) HE WARNED ME THAT PEDRO JOAQUIN CHAMORRO WAS PLANNING 
TO INCITE VIOLENT INCIDENTS IN THE NEAR FUTURE TO EMBARRASS THE 
GON AND CAST DOUBT IN WASHINGTON ON PRESIDENT SOMOZA'S ABILITY 
TO GOVERN. HE ANTICIPATES THAT THE STRATEGY OF THE OPPOSITION 
WILL BE TO USE VIOLENCE TO FORCE A REVISION IN U.S. POLICY 

AWAY FROM FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH THE GON. HE CLAIMED THAT HE HAD 
EVIDENCE TO SUBSTANTIATE THIS ALLEGATION. 

B) HE WAS CONVINCED THAT MR. CHAMORRO WAS THE SOURCE. DIRECTLY 
OR INDIRECTLY, FOR THE MORE DEROGATORY AND INSULTING ITEMS OF 
INFORMATION CITED IN THE JACK ANDERSON SERIES, DESPITE MR. 
CHAMORRO'S CATEGORICAL DENIAL EXPRESSED IN A LETTER THAT HE 
SENT A FEW DAYS AGO TO PRESIDENT SOMOZA. 

C) JACK ANDERSON ALLEGEDLY TOLD PRESIDENT SOMOZA'S U.S. LAWYER 
THAT THREE U.S. GOVERNMENT AGENCIES HAD SUPPLIED HIM WITH "SECRET- 
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INFORMATION ABOUT SOMOZA. PRESIDENT SOMOZA SAID THAT HE BE- 
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LIEVED THAT ONE OR MORE AGENCIES OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT WAS 
OUT TO DESTROY HIM. WHEN PRESSED ABOUT WHICH AGENCIES HE THOUGHT 
WERE INVOLVED AND WHAT WERE THE UNDERLYING MOTIVES, HE BECAME 
VAGUE AND EVASIVE. 

D) HE SAID THAT THERE WAS A STRONG ANTI-SOMOZA FACTION WITHIN 
THE STATE DEPARTMENT THAT OPPOSED HIS GOVERNMENT ON IDEOLOGICAL 
GROUNDS AND WAS CAPABLE OF LEAKING EMBARRASSING INFORMATION TO 
JACK ANDERSON. HE SEEMED CONVINCED THAT AMERICAN FOREIGN SERVICE 
OFFICERS RESPONSIBLE FOR REPORTING ON THE ANTI-SOMOZA OPPOSITION 
OFTEN ENDED UP IDENTIFYING WITH THEX 

SECTTJSIR 

VIEW OF HIS GOVERNMENT. 

E) HE WAS SATISFIED WITH AMBASSADOR SEVEILLA-SACASA'S RESPONSE 
TO THE JACK ANDERSON SERIES WHICH TOOK THE FORM OF A PRESS 
CONFERENCE IN WASHINGTON AND A LETTER ADDRESSED TO MRS. KATHERINE 
GRAHAM. PUBLISHER OF THE WASHINGTON POST, AND MR. WILLIAM PAYETT, 
PRESIDENT OF UNITED FEATURES SYNDICATE. HE FELT THAT PRESIDENT 
ODUBER'S CATEGORICAL DENIAL OF ANDERSON'S CHARGE THAT NICARAGUAN 
MILITARY INSTALLATIONS HAD BEEN BUILT IN COSTA RICA SERIOUSLY 
WEAKENED JACK ANDERSON'S CREDIBILITY. PRSIDENT SOMOZA FELT THAT 
ANDERSON WOULD SOON BE ON THE DEFENSIVE AS AFFECTED THIRD PARTIES 
WOULD BEGIN TO PUBLICLY DENY THE ANDERSON ALLEGATIONS. 

COMMENT: PRESIDENT SOMOZA WAS VERY FRIENDLY AND WELCOMED ME TO 
NICARAGUA. HE INFORMED ME THAT HE WANTED TO ESTABLISH AN OPEN 
CHANNEL OF COMMUNICATION WITH ME, AND THAT HE WAS PREPARED TO 
ASSIST THE U.S. GOVERNMENT IN ANY WAY THAT WE FELT HE COULD BE 
HELPFUL. 

HE DEVOTED MOST OF OUR MEETING TO THE RECENT JACK ANDERSON 
SERIES OF ARTICLES WHICH OBVIOUSLY WAS A SERIOUS PREOCCUPTAION. HE 
POINTED OUT EACH ALLEGED INACCURACY IN THE THREE ARTICLES, AND 

DENIED THAT HE WAS EXPLOITING HIS POLITICAL INFLUENCE FOR PERSONAL 

ECONOMIC ADVANTAGE. HE STATED FLATLY THT NO SOMOZA ENTERPRISE WAS 

A PRIME CONTRACTOR UNDER ANY U.S. AID PROJECT, AND 

THAT WAS DONE TO DELIBERATELY AVOID A CONFLICT OF INTEREST. AT 

THE SAME TIME, HE STATED THAT THE LRGE SOMOZA FAMILY INVESTMENTS 
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IN THE NICARAGUAN ECONOMY, WHICH WAS NO SECRET HERE, MADE IT 
IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM OR HIS FAMILY NOT TO REAP SOME BENEFITS, 

DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, FROM THE U.S. AID PROGRAM, OR OTHER 
PUBLIC INVESTMENTS. 

PRESIDENT SOMOZA ATTEMPTED TO PLACE THESE INACCURACIES IN 
THE CONTEXT OF A WIDER MOVEMENT TO DESTROY HIM, IN WHICH PEDRO 
JOAQUIN CHAMORRO, UNIDENTIFIED AGENCIES AND INDIVIDUALS OF THE 
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U.S. GOVERNMENT, PARTS OF THE U.S. MEDIA, THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES AND OTHERS WERE IN SOME WAY IMPLICATED. WHILE THE 
IDENTIFICATION OF HIS FOREIGN OPPONENTS WAS GENERALLY SHREWD 
AND ACCURATE, HIS ANALYSIS OF THEIR MOTIVATIONS WAS OFTEN CON- 
FUSED AND HIGHLY SPECULATIVE. IT SEEMED TO ME THAT PRESIDENT 
SOMOZA WAS ATTEMPTING TO DISCOUNT IN ADVANCE THE POLITICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE OF SIGNS OF VIOLENT OPPOSITION TO HIS GOVERNMENT. 

AS THE MEETING PROGRESSED, PRESIDENT SOMOZA BETRAYED UNDERLYING 
SIGNS OF ANXIETY ABOUT U.S. POLICY TOWARDS LATIN AMERICA AND 
THE FUTURE SHAPE OF U.S.-NICARAGUAN RELATIONS. I EXPLAINED TO 
HIM THAT MY INSTRUCTIONS WERE TO MAINTAIN CLOSE AND CORDIAL RE- 
LATIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF NICARAGUA. I ALSO 
TOLD HIM THAT I INTENDED TO MEET WITH ALL IMPORTANT SECTORS OF 
NICARAGUAN SOCIETY, INCLUDING THE POLITICAL OPPOSITION, SO THAT 
I COULD DRAW MY OWN CONCLUSIONS ABOUT THE LOCAL POLITICAL AND 
ECONOMIC SITUATION BASED ON FIRST-HAND OBSERVATION. 

HE REPLIED THAT HE HAD NO OBJECTION TO MY MEETING WITH THE POLITICAL 
OPPOSITION, AND THAT IT WAS PERFECTLY CORRECT AND NATURAL FOR ME 
TO DO SO. HIS POLITICAL OPPONENTS WOULD 

ATTEMPT TO INVOLVE ME IN THEIR EFFORTS TO WEAKEN HIS GOVERNMENT, 

AS THEY HAD DONE IN THE PAST WITH OTHER AMERICAN AMBASSADORS. 

I ASSURED PRESIDENT SOMOZA THAT IT WAS THE POLICY OF THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT NOT TO INTERFERE IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF OTHER 
COUNTRIES. AND THAT STRICT ADHERENCE TO THIS POLICY WAS PARTICULARLY 
IMPORTANT IN VIEW OF THE HISTORY OF U.S.-NICARAGUAN RELATIONS 
IN THE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES. 

THEBERGE 
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